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2. ATRN associate members: Non-African re-
searchers and institutions (wherever they 
find themselves) that publish research, 
formulate policy and/or teach on African 
tax matters and have paid the annual 
membership fee. This type of membership 
has no voting rights. 

To register for ATRN membership, visit the 
website at http://atrnafrica.org. 
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Type of 
membership Fees Benefits

Membership 
(ordinary)

US$70 • A special discounted 
rate on ATRN congress 
registration fees

• A special discounted 
rate on ATRN 
capacity-building 
activities

• Platform to exchange 
ideas, and distribute 
and receive updates 
on research (research 
opportunities and 
collaboration through 
the network)

• Subscription to the 
upcoming ATRN 
Journal

Postgraduate 
membership 
(proof will be 
required)

US$30

Institutional 
membership

US$200

*Fees are reviewed as and when required and are 
subject to change.

How to become a member of the 
Scientific Committee

The Scientific Committee represents the academ-
ic think tank of the ATRN and is chaired by the 
ATAF Director of Research.

Experts are selected according to the following 
criteria: 

• Experience in presenting at national or inter-
national peer-reviewed conferences 

• Experience in having articles published in 
peer-reviewed journals 

• Willingness to review a number of full papers 
within the limited time given 

• Availability 

• Willingness to carry out the activities required 
by the Scientific Committee 

• Good working knowledge of English and/or 
French (the working languages of the Scientif-
ic Committee are English and French) 

To apply to become a member of the Scientific 
Committee, please register at http://atrnafrica.
org and follow the instructions. You will be required 
to upload your CV.

How to become a sponsor

Sponsorships for the Annual Congress are always 
welcome, as the network is still young. The support 
of our sponsors is invaluable and contributes to the 
success of the congress in various ways (through 
sponsorship of scholarships, networking events, in-
terpretation services, etc.).   

In return for sponsorship, ATAF offers the following, 
among others:

• Recognition throughout the event

• Possible discounts on registration and member-
ship fees

• Allocated space in the congress booklet

• Features in social media activities

• Branding opportunities

• A speaking platform

There are various items that can be sponsored 
every year. For more details, send your request to: 
atrncongress@ataftax.org.

The African Tax Research Network (ATRN), 
hosted by the African Tax Administration 
Forum (ATAF), is a platform of choice 
for African tax research that aims to 
facilitate African capacity for credible 
research in tax policy, administration, 
law and leadership. The ATRN was 
created to meet the need for identifying 
potential synergies and linkage areas 
between academics and tax officials 
from the African Tax Administration 

Forum (ATAF) member countries.

Hosted by ATAF
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Contact us

African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF) 

Physical address: 
Block G, Hatfield Gardens, 
333 Grosvenor Street, Hatfield, 
Pretoria, 0083, South Africa

Postal address: 
Postnet Suite 430, Private Bag X15, 
Menlo Park, Pretoria, 0102, South Africa

Desire Ottner
Tel:   +27 12 451 8800 / 20
Email:   atrncongress@ataftax.org
  info@ataftax.org
Website: http://atrnafrica.org 
  www.ataftax.orgATRN Congress Cape Town 2015
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History and purpose 

The African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF) is 
an international membership organisation of Af-
rican revenue authorities, and currently has 38 
member countries from the continent. It serves 
as an African network that aims at improving tax 
systems in Africa through information exchang-
es, knowledge dissemination, capacity devel-
opment and active contribution to the regional 
and global tax agenda. Ultimately, ATAF strives 
to build efficient and effective tax administra-
tions in Africa to become the leader on African 
tax matters, enhance economic development 
and improve the living standards of the people 
of Africa. From its beginning in 2009, when it was 
formally launched in Kampala, Uganda, ATAF 
has been growing in stature and influence. To-
day ATAF is an important voice in taxation in Afri-
ca and the world. 
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ATAF is supported by the following development partners: 

The ATRN was established at an ATAF-convened Af-
rican Academic Forum in Nairobi in August 2013. The 
objectives of the network are as follows:

• Generate research results for use by policy-mak-
ers and tax administrators.

• Promote links between tax researchers, poli-
cy-makers and stakeholders.

• Build an independent network of academics, 
policy-makers, tax administrators and independ-
ent tax researchers in Africa.

• Influence the African tax research agenda.

Through these objectives, the ATRN seeks to promote 
high-level multidisciplinary research in the areas of 
tax policy, legislation, administration, and develop-
ment in Africa, thereby enhancing the research ca-
pacity, knowledge sharing, and exchange of best 
practice on tax matters on the continent.

The ATRN’s vision is to be the platform of choice for 
African Tax Research.

The Network’s mission is to facilitate African capac-
ity for credible research in tax policy, administration, 
law and leadership.
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ATRN pillar activities 

The outputs of the ATRN are the Annual Congress, 
the ATRN working paper series, capacity-build-
ing workshops and the envisaged African Tax Re-
search Journal. 

The Annual Congress is the network’s flagship ac-
tivity. It gives researchers a platform to present 
their research to an audience of decision-makers 
in ministries of finance, tax administrations and civil 
society organisations, as well as to academic re-
searchers and tax practitioners. The Annual Con-
gress has addressed themes such as these:

• Contemporary tax challenges for African 
countries 

• Financing sustainable development in Africa: 
Identifying untapped and underutilised sources 
of revenue 
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• A modern and effective taxation system to 
advance domestic resource mobilisation in 
Africa: The role of information technology and 
tax information exchange 

Themes are decided on in a consultative manner 
and based on a needs assessment of tax adminis-
trations, academics and other researchers. 

The ATRN working paper series and policy briefs 
improve the accessibility of research for academ-
ic faculties, practitioners and students to reflect 
on ideas or concepts that are still being devel-
oped, thereby improving the opportunities for dis-
cussion and comments. The ATRN capacity-build-
ing workshops aim at strengthening the research 
capacity of junior to mid-career researchers who 
are already working in the area of taxation but 
who feel their work could be improved with more 
rigorous methods. The peer-reviewed African Tax 
Research Journal (ATRJ) will serve as a publica-
tion platform for research papers in the field of tax 
administration, and tax legislation and policy. The 
journal is envisioned to be an essential tool for tax 
officials, policy-makers and academics, as well as 
students and other people who are interested in 
the field of taxation.

The ATRN has an Advisory Board and a Sci-
entific Committee that are responsible for the 
network’s quality assurance. ATRN members 
are a vital tool in fostering an effective re-
search network and in exercising an increas-
ingly bigger influence on tax issues in Africa. 

How to join as a member

ATRN membership is an attractive option for 
all national and international researchers and 
organisations as a tool to build a strong net-
work of experts working on African tax mat-
ters and increase their influence on tax issues 
on the continent. The ATRN has two types of 
membership: 

1. ATRN full members: African researchers 
and institutions (wherever they find them-
selves) that publish research, formulate 
policy and/or teach on African tax mat-
ters and have paid the annual member-
ship fee. These members will be granted 
voting rights at the annual general meet-
ing (AGM). 


