
 
Research Project in Tax Compliance in Liberia - Consultant  

The African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF) is inviting interested experts to submit their application 

for a consultancy position as a Tax Compliance expert. Tax compliance is a major constraint to tax 

revenue mobilization in Africa. One way in which the research community can contribute to tackle this 

challenge is to help governments better understand what are the constraints to compliance, what are 

the possible ways to overcome these constraints as well as establishing and strengthening compliance 

risk management strategies. The successful candidate will be responsible to undertake the entire 

project as detailed in the scope of work below.  

Scope of Work  

A sound compliance strategy underpins Domestic Resource Mobilization (DRM). Expanding the 

revenue base and minimizing revenue losses are therefore two major criteria of policy interventions 

to support DRM. The former is driven by the diversification of tax sources and increasing tax rates, 

while the latter attempts to reduce the tax gap. Despite these measures, the preferred vehicle for 

engagement between taxpayers and Revenue Administrations (RAs) is through voluntary compliance. 

The diversification approach involves a risk management process model that leads to evaluation of 

the operational tax system (the tax administrator psychology) and taxpayers’ behaviour modeling in 

articulating a compliance risk management (CRM) program. 

The assignment aims to assess the levels of compliance and to identify what factors determine 

compliance in the Liberia tax system. The objective of this research project is to formalize through 

empirical methods the country’s tax constraints and strategies for tax compliance management at the 

revenue authority. This will form part of underlining strategies in rolling out risk management and tax 

compliance programs. The study will also seek to consider the behavioural and cultural constraints in 

reaching compliance target. The project will be undertaken by a lead consultant and in close 

cooperation with the ATAF Secretariat. The work will require field work in Liberia.  

 

Qualifications  

o Master or PhD degree in Economics with specialization in Public Finance, specifically taxation  

o Solid understanding of tax policy and tax administration issues in Africa  

o Experience in conducting empirical research in the field of taxation 

o Substantial publication track record 

o Excellent writing and communication skills, including knowledge of graphic and narrative 

techniques for the presentation of data  

o Very good management skills and ability to work in a team  

o Experience in working in a diverse cultural environment  

o Proficiency in English is a prerequisite 

o A good working knowledge of French is an advantage 

 

Time Frame: From November 2017 to October 2018  

 



 
Applications:  

Interested candidates may submit their application using the following link: 

http://www.123contactform.com/form-3016918/Job-Application-Form.  In the link, candidates are 

required to specify the following Job Reference: “Research Project in Tax Compliance in Liberia”. 

They are also required to provide:  

• Cover letter with a brief motivation and summary of experience in conducting similar 
assignments 

•  Updated CV  

•  List of references 
 
Deadline for application: 01 November 2017 
 
For more information, please contact Dr Nara Monkam at nmonkam@ataftax.org and Mr. Eugénio 
Brás at ebras@ataftax.org or +27 12 451 8810 
 
Kindly note that only successful applicants will be contacted. 
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